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Midway was a pivotal event of W
was a titanic clash between na
woven of individual sacrifice ar

We want to share with you the story
of the brave pilots of Torpedo Squadrc

sacrifice at Midway. D podside wa
Grumman Avenger Na ssigned ta

Follow along as
Battle of Midway us
out what you can le




Enlistment Form and Oath
- Darrel D. Woodside of
Iowa was fresh out of high P A —

y24-47-00

ARPs. S8

school and just over 18
years old when he first
enlisted in the Navy in

parrel il
i
Faton; 1

June 1937. He would go on

to earn his pilot's wings : ; N ,
and remain in the service T e S et
for the rest of his life. e st , | -5 ” LN

This paper is the formal
service contract between
the enlistee and the Navy.

Almost always found in o e el
Naval OMPF files, it ATV oA Garclens

contains great details like
residence, next of kin, and
a detailed physical
deSCI'iptiOIl. The File of AMMlc D.D. Woodside




Service Book Pages:

By July of 1937, D.D.
Woodside was assigned to
the Great Lakes Naval
Training Station in
Illinois for boot camp.
Here he would learn basic
Navy skills alongside
recruits from all over the
country.
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No.

lhhcmfwkd

Suip 0- 8. i

TR e OLDE, Dar COSIDE, parpg) 2
== o381 17 ggfeimi m“...—,'!;h-_&__\

28 June ¥937 - Pirst enlisted sy 4
:2:: g::eg:niorgm !(‘() years and . "ut"i.;i““‘"“—-

3 .8.N.7.5, Great os, 112,
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Each significant event

throughout the career of | e
enlisted navy THT Y s
servicemembers (such as va Py AT
battle participation, E=HE | S e T

assigned duties,
disciplinary notes or
advancement in rating)
generated a detailed page in
their service record book.
Individual pages were then
bound in a small book
forming a portable recorc
During the war these R )
records were used to keep . " e
track of milestones in the "
career of individual
servicemembers.

s K

AND MARKS
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS; CONDUCT, i Lt




Today, navy service books
allow us to track the
individual throughout their
tour of duty making the
booklets an excellent
resources for understanding
the service history of the
individual sailor.

| initiate o Enscutive Ofest
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321 17 -G o L PP ‘B? &

No. - i
th) » & & Nas oy Rec
Btation T‘

23 June ¥937 - First enlisted Baip 1
this dete for FOUR (4) years amd o’ Uliiebgyg o
tronsferred to U.S.N.T.S. Great

Lekes, Tllinois, for recruit
trlinln,

Name_¥0005Ipg
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Transfer Orders:

By November of 1937 D.D.
Woodside received his first
assignment. Sent to San
Diego, he would become
part of the crew of the USS
Memphis.

She was an Omaha class
light cruiser built shortly
after WWI. Used as a fleet
scout, the USS Memphis
carried small float planes
that launched from
catapults.

Name  HOQDSIDE, DaIly 2 L B
Y. w-l'f-ol':.,,.,"‘u"h [k

20 November 1937,
e U.5.8, MEMFRI o R

lhh-
n'-_..ll‘m‘f-. OGreat lokes, I0l,

6/2/38: Temporarily based ashore at
FPAR, NAS, San Diego, Califormia,
with v8s"umPrIs Avlation Unit, vesH

"(u/m aemuwv's MINTHIS
is date;
o‘lel

asel ashore at

California, with
1’1“ ln Tait VC':‘-E
ATFOR Desp. 0028 1936 of

11/12/381 Returned to U.8.5, MEMPHIS
this date. Temporary duty FAB NAS
San Diego, California completed.

ufzslsgi Transferred this date to
U.8.8. IGHT for temporary duty in
agcordanoe with COMATRSCOTOR Tesv.
0009 1152 of December 1938,

trndered 25 Dogember 1038
USS WRICHT for temp. duty.

N, Commender, TSN,
PR T———

“NM3 /P14 10

U. S. NAVAL TRAINING STATION
GREAT LAKES, ILLINOIS

17 November 1937.

] Commanding Orficer.
To WOODSIDE, Darrel "D, 321 17 6%, Sea.2¢c, U.S. Navy.

Bub ject: Orders.
“Reference: (&) BuNay 1vr. Nav 63 ¥FJ5 MM or 1o Oct 1937.

1. Upon receipt or these orders, proceed as indicated in
your transportation report to San Diego, Calirornia, and upon arrival
at that place, immediately report to the Commanding Officer, U,S.S.
MEMPHIS for duvy, in accordance with reference la).

2. In the event that the U.S5.S. MEMPHIS is not in port,
you will report aboard the ship or the Benior Officer Present.

3. ‘fransportation and subsistence necessary in the execu-
tion or these orders are handed you herewith.

Your records and _accounts will be forwarded to the
Ik-anung Orricer, U.S5.8 » Via registered mail.

o)

BLRY SEH,
By direction.

20 Noverber 1937%.




Serving both ship and
shore duties during this
time he would have taken
part in coastal patrol duties
on the west coast,
peacekeeping patrols to the
West Indies, and had his
first prolonged exposure to
naval aviation.

These records which are
maintained in the service
files of naval personnel
can be used to dive deeper
into other resources (such
as deck logs and ship
histories) to better
understand a veteran’s
experiences and
movements.

Name_UOODSEDE, Darrel D7
TR gy el
Dacoreported 20 HOVembor 1.}7

o UaS.8. MBMFL L
From . UENTS, Oreat Iskes, Ill.

u/zla: munrur based ashore at
San Diego, Califormia,
wmha MEPHIS Aviation Unit, VoS

“(u/m Returned to U,9,5, MINTHIS
is

date; W WAS
iforn: hos
';

%
a, with
VC E
ear ﬁcze 1836 o

1:/:5/5% Transferred this date to
OHT for tnporur)' duey £n
cordange with COMATRSCO

0009 1152 of December 1938,

L: 25 Deoember 1938
T E!‘ uty

RM3/P16~4 /M

U. S. NAVAL TRAINING STATION
REAT LAKES, ILLINOIS

17 November 1937.

H Commanding Orficer.

To WOODSIDE, Darrel "D, 321 17 69, Sea.2¢c, U.S. Navy.
Sub ject: Orders.
"ReTerence: (&) BuFay 1tr. Nav 63 FJS MM or 1o Oct 1937.

1. Upon receipt or these orders, proceed as indicated in
your transportation report to San Diego, C.hrornn and upon arrival
at that place, immediately report to tha Commanding Offricer, U,.5.8.
MEMPHIS for duty, im accordance with reference la).

2. In the event that the U.5.5., MEMPHIS is not in port,
you will report aboard the ship of the SBenior Officer Present.

3. dransportation and subsistence necessary in the execu-
tion or these orders are handed you herewith.

Your records and _accounts will be forwarded to the
Muu orricer, U.S5.8 y Via registered mail.

BLHY SER,
By direction.

vao Noverber 1957.




D.D. Woodside moved
rapidly through flight
training assignments.
Beginning with Patrol
Squadron 18 in San Diego,
he briefly returned to duty
on the USS Memphis

before joining Patrol
Squadron 43 based in
Seattle, WA. He was rated
Aviation Machinist Mate
Second Class while flying
in Alaskan practice
exercises. His enlistment

term expired on 31 Mar
1941.

Transferred to the Patrol Squadron EIOGHTEEN
Transferred to the USE WMPHIS (Flag Allowanoe)
Rated Aviation Mechinist's late third olass
Trunaferred to the FPatrol Squadron PORTY-THREE
Rated Aviation Machinist's Mate second class
Tranaferred %o the Fatrol Oquadrem PORTY-TWD
Issued an Wonorable Discharge from Patrol Squadrom PORTY-TWOD
yiation Mughinist's late second class

8-T-5
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This comprehensive
service list is a rare find in
a file. Dated 1945, it was
most likely created as part
of the process of
confirming his final
benefits and awards. It also

highlights the difficulty of
sorting out assignments, as
unit designations
constantly evolved, merged
and were recycled in later
decades.

Transferred to the Patrol Squadron EIOGHTEEN
Transferred to the USE WMPHIS (Flag Allowanoe)
Rated Aviation Mechinist's late third olass
Trunaferred to the FPatrol Squadron PORTY-THREE
Rated Aviation Machinist's Mate second class
Tranaferred %o the Fatrol Oquadrem PORTY.TWD
Issued an Wonorable Discharge from Patrol Squadrom PORTY-TWOD
M Aviation Mughinist's late socond class

8-T-5
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Report of Examination for
Advancement in Rating:
This sheet records the
results of testing for
advancement. D.D.
Woodside passed with
flying colors in October of
1939.

Examination reports
provide a comprehensive

Date cmp&fmhﬂh«wpﬂuﬁu-‘

1.8 5. NS
Place jan Diego, California.
REPORT OF EXAMINATION FOR ADVANCEMENT IN RATING
Evamination for rating of Aellell 430
Froosst fatet. Jen,lo
Servics number _2oL=1T=6
i. (Sov Bureau of Navigation

3 " LL»\TO\I‘\ R«uﬁ\ii«(h{? ly Otfcers)
TIPLE 2O8 - CRaquired culy ar lowem poty clems o T — 0 Mascal)

SPECIAL MARKS FOR PETTY
FICER A PETT
OFFICER:

D-§208

SPECIAL MARK FOR CHIEF

look at a veteran’s
performance and job
competence. Some
examinations occurred on a
regular schedule, while
others were given by
request or
recommendation. Enlisted

12/21/38
3/81/39
8/30/39

personnel had rates, while

Officers had ranks.

. B08.10 40 |4

?’ill;?l‘,h.-ilf;‘:l ; n i
sl IR ek e AT LS.
"o 1 - Campleted Navy Tralning Course for
Sea.lo 40 | 4
Sea.l0 40 | 4
Sea,1c %0 /4 "

Mark - - T Rfn
Average (mar . . -
ance with the requirements of the Bureau of
i sand do 8o m nd hi advance
. 77
N ary ¥
sreau of Navigation.
October 1939
Ya a mate third cless
! ViV ks el {
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Discharge and Re-
Enlistment:
Carrying an excellent rating
and recommendation at the
completion of his initial
commitment, D.D.
Woodside received an
honorable discharge at the
end of May 1941. With war
already raging in Europe |
chose to remain in the
and continue his fllg
training. |
A veteran may have mc
than a single discharge ’

date, especially if they /3.( 32
served longer than twec ‘ d{ﬁg,( . o 5.
ears. Discharg ere T B -

ed ; ir.
1 e. “““““

COF




Orders:

D.D. Woodside was already
making plans before his
tour ended. He had
requested shore duty on the
east coast in December of
1940. He had also been
recommended for the Naval
Aviation program at

Pensacola, FL as early as
1938.

.

The File of AMMIlc D.D. Woodside




Upon re-enlistment he was
immediately assigned there
for further flight training.
He was also given a month | _ _
of leave in November of The L °fm1°DD bt
1941 after earning his e 3 )
wings, which he spent at
home. This was likely the
last time his family saw
him.

These pages illustrate the
details which fill out the
human story behind the
dry lines of bureaucratic
forms.

e~

s 1941«




Three days prior to the
attack on Pearl Harbor,
Woodside reported for duty
with Torpedo Squadron

THE RECEIVING STATION
Naval Operating Base
Norfolk, Virginia

From: Commanding Officer

Eight at Norfolk Naval ™+ wowme, s, . 0.
station in Virginia. -

Dated paperwork found in R Rt

files can be used to track a 3' . | o i

veteran’s movements and |

create a timeline of service - :
and locations. ,‘--““{fé (:F foo -

/f/,, /‘7“‘: 1

MIDV
1-5
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Pearl Harbor changed
everything for D.D.
Woodside. After five years
in the Navy, he was a | <0 BE OPENED IN CAS
freshly minted pilot
suddenly serving for a
country at war.

The Navy accelerated pilot
training and on 13
December 1941 Woodside 8 — T-

was sent to the Advanced

Carrier Training Group, The File of

where he would practice AMMlc D.D. Woodsigg
carrier takeoffs and

landings for the next e e
month. R

Us IN JURY

E OF MY DEATH OR SERIO

U. 5. NAVAL AIR STATION
Mias, FLoRIDA

B




This emergency form was
required of each pilot who
entered the program, and
sealed into an envelope.
WWII pilots and crews
lived with tremendous
risks. Each flight could well
be their last. Forms like
these facilitated the
notification of the families
of those who were lost.

TO BE OPENED IN CAS

8-T-

The File of
AMMlc D.D. Woodsids

E OF MY DEATH OR SERIO

US INJURY

U. 8. NAVAL AIR STATION
I

— VR nams, TGret, ol

T y/




D.D. Woodside would
spend the months after |
Pear]l Harbor at the Norfolk SRR g s e’

VA base of Torpedo T -

Squadron 8. el 4~
As coded Japanese

transmissions were broken
and deciphered early in
1942, the Navy began to

plan for an attack on s, f-sfgi;%n{.;‘;‘n,gw :
Midway. TS-8 was assigt -
to the carrier USS Horn e
The squadron was d

as some left to join t

Hornet in Hawaii, whil

1. Tn accordance with reference (a) you are hereby directed
to take charge of the below listed personnel and airplanes and report
to Commander Base Air Defense for t empurnrv duty, upon/completion of
which you and the men and planes in your -’iJ Sume your not-
mal duty.

¥ gator
SEORN, APthur Baymond, 371 9

8-7-19

Jay *mrr 11 )85 85 57, Sealec, USN.

8-1-12 Purean Yo. xch ; S A
ns. Vic or A. Lewis, U.S.N.R, o o P8
CARR, Nelson Leo, 311 15 55, MM3e, VMR
MEHLTRETTER, John William, 300 25 13§ h\,q qﬁi e
o =
b CTIA J&.‘ﬁ 5

'm ')mld Je Gaynier, U,S.)
fns. Hassem, Navigator, V|
PFITT, Howard William, 337

T B __sn*'pl *‘u,'L
[) ° 8-~ T — woo 35:7_')3’_. Darrel wr\n, 321 17 (.), AN e ,-.'i ™
some pilots remaine WORTE Sereel *, Y MEUMS, Amold Theodore, 328 49 45, Ptrde, UEN
TRRS 3

COFFEY, William Lawson, Jr “'W"‘"*“' william Lawson, Jr., J31 Ut 1:, AMle, TSN

Distribution:
Original and 1 co Lt. Fleberling H. H, LARSEN

Norfolk to ta he
e elive é : Ne m ]125 ﬂ':ﬂ;ti\::m%n“ a— Lieut., U.5.N. Y e
Ave

OFY
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The new planes and their
pilots would arrive at Pearl
Harbor one day after the | B e

USS Hornet had set out for e g

Midway Island. el 4~
This is the original

temporary duty order
which sent Lt. Langdon K.
Fieberling and five othe
handpicked TS-8 pilo
join the fleet at Mid
Only one of these
would survive the cc
battle.

1. Tn accordance with reference (a) you are hereby directed
to take charge of the below listed personnel and airplanes and report
to Commander Rase Air Defense for temporary duty, upon/ completion of
-hidx you and the men and planes in your cheffte ‘7‘.,, Sume your not-
mal duty.

8-7-16 -
It. Yangdon ¥. Fieberling, 1§
. Wilkde, Navigator, VP24 %
YSEORN, AFthur Raymond, 371 O

8-7-19

™e. Charles B. '.3
LAWE, William #lsveg

FATR, Charles BEdison, 15008

B-r-1 Pureau
s, Albert K. Eamest, U.S.N.®%.

FENRI ER, Harry Hackett, 212 65 59, wde, UMY,
MANNING, Jay Darrell, 385 85 57, Sealec, "SN.

81-12 Purean Yo, LO}QL - b S
s, Victor A. Lewis, U.S.N.R, X ¥
CARR, Nelson Leo, 311 15 55, n Se, !I"‘Iq )
VEHLTRETTER, John William, 300 25 LIyOMD %%1 5% 06

ﬂ!?‘ﬂt By " oA H

m; Oswald J. Caynier, U,S.)LR
.B_'E.i.._- — Ra—— Bur &'c} f‘ulg
WOOQSIDE, Darrel e 321 17 Lf) A"QC i ’-W_ GG

fns. Hassem, Navigator, V|
.....

FITT, Howard William, 337
MEUTRS, Amold Theodore, 328 49 45, T’tr:‘r-, SN
COFFEY, William Lawson, Jr., 331 06 13, AWle, USN

8-T-

WODSIDE, Darrel D@, 321
MEU™RS, Amold Theodore, 3
oOFFEY, William Lawson, Jr

Distribution:

Original and 1 co Lt. Fleberling H. H. LARSIN -
1 ec CombarPac ¥l Lieut., U.S.N. -l
1 ce Commander Rase Air Defense .y

1 ce VT8 Detachment

OFY
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The six plane detachment
led by Lt Fieberling would
land on Midway island the
evening of 1 June 1942. The
fleet and ground forces
were on high alert and the
six pilots remained on
stand-by with their planes,
torpedoes loaded and ready
to take off at any moment.
On the morning of 4 June
patrol planes sighted
unknown aircraft one
hundred miles from the
island. Within fifteen
minutes of receiving this
news the six Navy crews
from TS-8 were airborne at
0600 along with a host of
assorted Army and Marine
aircraft.

f AMMlc D.D. Woodside

wo enemy fighters chased me




AMM1c (NAP) D.D.
Woodside piloted 8-T-5,
one of the new Grumman
Avengers. He was headed
into combat for the first
time. An hour after takeoff
his squadron detachment
would be the first Naval
aircraft to attack the
Japanese fleet. They did so
without protection from the
faster fighters, which were
flying at higher altitudes
escorting dive bombers.

f AMMlc D.D. Woodside

wo enemy fighters chased me




TS-8's ferocity and bravery
as they engaged the
Japanese fighter pilots and
fought to the death gave
pause to the Japanese
commanders, who made a
fatal decision to delay
arming their aircraft with
ground weapons for a
direct attack on the
Midway airfield.

f AMMlc D.D. Woodside

wo enemy fighters chased me




The remaining 15 planes of f AMMlc D.D. Woodsidé
Torpedo Squadron 8 Bl

launched from the deck of
the Hornet only a few
hours later and were
obliterated in an attack on
the Japanese fleet, tying up
their fighters and opening
the way for dive bombers
from the USS Yorktown
and the USS Enterprise to
sweep in and destroy four
major Japanese air carriers
later in the morning.

wo enemy fighters chased me




What we know of the fate
of the six wing detachment
of TS-8 comes partly from
the statements of Pilot
Ensign Albert Earnest and
Gunner RM3C Harry
Ferrier. Their battered
plane 8-T-1 was the only
TS-8 Avenger to return to
Midway island after being
catastrophically damaged
by Japanese fighter planes.
Their third crew member
Gunner Sealc Jay Manning
was killed in his turret by
enemy fire.

f AMMlc D.D. Woodside

wo enemy fighters chased me




Along with the rest of his
squadron, D.D. Woodside
never came home.

‘After Action’ statements
like this one from Albert
Earnest were taken in order
to determine the possible
status of MIA personnel, to
gather information about
the performance of planes
and equipment and to gain
insight into enemy tactics.

f AMMlc D.D. Woodside

wo enemy fighters chased me




Once the Navy determined
that the whereabouts of
D.D. Woodside were
unknown, the family was
informed of his status.
Telegrams such as this one
were all too common
during wartime, and the
delay in notification
reflects the chaos following
a major battle such as
Midway and the time taken
to interview personnel and
conduct searches of battle
sites and POW reports.

The File of AMMlc D.D. Woodside




Mrs. Woodside wrote the
Navy immediately
regarding her son D.D.
Woodside. It would take
months to sort out the
initial errors made by the e
Navy in identifying her son |
as a gunner rather than a
pilot, which originated due
to his enlisted rating. Her
heartbreaking hope that a
mistake had been made

was pinned on these errors,
and gradually fadedas
more details of the Battle of
Midway emerged to the '
public.




The specific details she
mentions in the letter
regarding her son’s duty
assignments and
movements are unusual,
and show that he was in
contact with her regularly.




In the days and weeks
following the loss of D.D.
Woodside, the Navy began
the process of closure. His
few effects were
inventoried and forwarded e mese—
to his mother, and the
process of recognition and
awards for his service and
sacrifice was begun. The
transferal paperwork for
medals which are
maintained in his service
file document and presen
the story of his heroic

actions in aerial combat. | 8__ 5

The File of AMMEE

Clearfield




AMMI1c (NAP) Darrel D.
Woodside was declared
dead on 5 June 1943 in
accordance with Naval law,
one year and a day after he
was reported missing in
action at Midway. His
remains were never
recovered.

He was posthumously
awarded the American
Defense Service Medal, the
World War II Victory
Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific
Area Campaign Medal with
One Engagement Star, the
Purple Heart, a Presidential
Unit Citation, and the Navy
Cross.

The File of AMMlc D.D. Woodside




His squadron’s bravery in
the first hours of the Battle
of Midway literally
changed the course of the
engagement. Their sacrifice
caused the Japanese
command to abandon their
carefully laid plan of
attack, and bought time for
Allied planes and ships to
locate and cripple the
Japanese Pacific Fleet.

The File of AMMlc D.D. Woodside




Here are some links which may be of furth '
enjoyed the series on the service of AMMe¢

'"Torpedo 8: The Other Chapter" by Co
(Retired)



https://www.usni.org/magazines/naval-history-magazine/2008/june/torpedo-eight-other-chapter
https://valor.militarytimes.com/hero/21643
https://unwritten-record.blogs.archives.gov/2017/06/01/the-battle-of-midway-and-torpedo-squadron-8-a-memorial-to-a-fallen-unit/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z19QJuMvaAc
https://www.usni.org/magazines/naval-history-magazine/2017/june/torpedo-eights-celebrated-survivor
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